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In this issue:

Tax Update

• Addressing gap in child

health services

Tax season has begun, and there are free resources

• COVID-19 vaccine update

for those that need assistance. Most have set up

• Conference and webinar

opportunities

virtual or socially-distanced help sites—find the list
of free and expert tax help at whatcomabc.org/
money-management/taxes

• Find a Therapist
• Flyers attached

Flyer is also attached to print and handout.
Assistance for stimulus payments:www.irs.gov/

WA Dept. of Health Community
Health Worker training —
supplementary trainings
now open!

coronavirus/economic-impact-payments

COVID-19 Vaccines

100% virtual
Register hcwcommunityhealthworker.org

Childcare Survey
Calling all Whatcom County
parents and caregivers!
Western Washington University is studying childcare
needs and wants to hear from
you. Whether you use childcare or not, your input is important. To complete the
survey, follow this
link: tinyurl.com/
WhatcomKids.
¡Llamando a todos los padres y cuidadores del condado
de Whatcom! Western Washington University está estudiando las necesidades de
cuidado infantil y quiere saber
su opinión. Ya sea que use el
cuidado de niños o no, su
opinión es importante.Para
completar la encuesta, siga
este enlace: tinyurl.com/
WhatcomKids.

L&I Customer Service Specialist 4
(Office Manager)
www.governmentjobs.com/
careers/washington/jobs/2999517/

This information is updated through March 7
The following are eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine:
Now:
Health care workers & long-term care facility
residents
All people 65 years or older;
All people 50 years or older in multigenerational
households
Educators and staff for pre-K through 12th grade
Child care providers
March 22:
High-risk critical workers: agriculture, fishing vessel
crews, food processing, grocery stores, prisons,
public transit
People 16 years or older who are pregnant or have a
disability that puts them at high risk
All residents (including non-citizens) can find
vaccination sites by zip code and county at

FindYourPhaseWA.org
Supply continues to slow availability.
For your communities:
•

Visit FindYourPhaseWA.org
If someone is not yet eligible for the vaccine,
they can leave their contact information to be
notified when they are eligible

•

Contact their insurance company for information.

•

For those without internet, they can call
2-1-1 for information on the vaccine phases
and how to make an appointment.

Like COVID-19 testing, the vaccine is also free to
those seeking it. If you know someone uninsured, not
established at a provider’s office, or both, they can

li-customer-service-specialist-4

seek an appointment at Walgreens, Haggen, or Sea-

Questions about working at L&I?

Mar for a vaccine covered by federal funds.

Contact Danny Aguilera
agua235@lni.wa.gov

Vaccine update continued next page...

CHW Opportunities
North Sound Regional Race and Health Equity
Conference
April 24, 8 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Free
Register docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSeMdRRBOSx1CgzmaOb45n13kxvHdKFIbH
xaDVj6ykDdlbvWBg/viewform
Storytelling at Race and Health Equity Conference
Do you have a story about your experience receiving
medical support or are you a medical provider or
staff?Do you identify as Black, Indigenous, or Person
of Color?Would you like the opportunity to share
your story so that medical practitioners and staff can
better understand the challenges that BIPOC folks
have when interacting within the health system?
Your digital story can be shared at this exciting upcoming conference, and a $200 stipend for your participation. Email by March 15 connectingcommunitybellingham@gmail.com
Virtual Forum for Migrant and Community Health
March 22 - 26, free. Provides education and training,
information and resource sharing, coalition building,
and program and policy development for community
centered health professionals and their partners.
Register web.cvent.com/event/efeb892a-f2d1-42358096-111ae500bce8/summary
Webinar: COVID-19, Black Communities, and Health
Justice
March 24, 5:30–7 p.m.
Panel will explore the role that social work, health
care, public health, community organizations,
and policy can play in advancing health equity. Register: https://trusted.bu.edu/s/1759/2bu/19/1col.aspx?
sid=1759&gid=2&pgid=10020&content_id=11608&m
c_cid=a8aa47c43a&mc_eid=b12ee1c07b
Webinar: How are CHCs and Community Health
Workers addressing both vaccine hesitancy and accessibility for Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and
Pacific Islander communities?
March 18 1 p.m.

Explore strategies to address vaccine education and
trust from individual and systemic levels. Register:
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_iq53i8ziRiKMqUkoMbac3g?
mc_cid=a8aa47c43a&mc_eid=b12ee1c07b
Whatcom CHW Network for quick
updates and opportunities

Find a Therapist
Mental health care is on our
minds in a lot of ways: accessibility
and affordability for our clients, our
community, and ourselves. Telehealth can offer expanded options
for specific therapies outside our
geographic area. Here are some
resources for finding the right
therapist:
Psychology Today’s Find a Therapist www.psychologytoday.com/
us/
Inclusive Therapists
www.inclusivetherapists.com/
Therapy Den therapyden.com
Violet (LGBTQ+) joinviolet.com
Therapy for Latinx
therapyforlatinx.com
Asian Mental Health Collective
asianmhc.org/apisaa
South Asian Therapists
southasiantherapists.org
National Queer and Trans Therapists of Color Network
nqttcn.com
Black men therapyforblackmen.org
Black women
therapyforblackgirls.com
Melanin & Mental Health
melaninandmentalhealth.com

Vaccines cont.
Share your views and experiences
with decision makers WA Dept of
Health and North Sound Accountable
Community of Health.
• Dept of Health COVID-19 Vaccine
Collaborative https://
bit.ly/39mHnBj
• NSACH Listening Sessions. Email
David Roehn at
David@northsoundach.org

Help Addressing Gaps in Child Healthcare Services
Our guests at the Feb. 26 meeting invited discussion around addressing the gaps that families
with young children have in accessing healthcare services. Kathryn DeFilippo and Jordan Riber are
working on a project for the Whatcom County Health Department to help define stories and create visual media to capture and better address those gaps: Stories can lead to action.
Some feedback shared by CHWs included community health centers being overwhelmed by
demand — wellness checks are being put on the backburner, as well as dental check ups. Sandy
Johns of SeaMar said there is often a language barrier to getting appointments, as well as translation in those appointments. In addition, lack of transportation, the ability to navigate resources,
and childcare for other children during appointments. Sandy and Andrea Tofoya of the Ferndale
School District also said there isn’t a historical drive for preventative appointments in some communities — home remedies are often used for simple illness.
Opportunities that were discussed include focusing on the whole family — getting the kids in can
help coach the parents about preventative care. With school being online, there are pop-up childcare efforts within communities to help parents.
Jordan is a local filmmaker, and said stories help to inform as well as entertain. Example of Jordan’s work https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O7E_c3G3LPA
We as CHWs have the trusted role to explain how these projects can help persuade decisionmakers to make real change. If interested in helping this project, contact Kathryn at kdefilippo@co.whatcom.wa.us

COVID-19 Vaccine Information
Although children in general are at less risk from COVID-19, Children and Youth with Special Health Care
Needs (CYSHCN) may be at increased risk for severe illness with COVID-19. Below is information on
options for accessing vaccinations in Washington State for CYSHCN, their families, and providers.

When Can My Child Get Vaccinated?
•
•
•
•

Right now there are no vaccines approved for children under 16
Youth 16 years or older with 2 or more comorbidities or underlying conditions are eligible in
Phase 1B3 which is expected to begin in March. Those with only one are eligible in Phase 2.
Certain vaccines may not be appropriate for youth with specific conditions such as significant
allergies. Contact your child’s health care provider for more information.
If your child lives in a congregate residential setting they are eligible to be vaccinated now as
part of Phase 1A

When Can I Get Vaccinated to Protect Myself and My Child?
•

•

If your child is over 18 and you are contracted with the Department of Social and Health
Services (DSHS) as their personal care provider, you are eligible now as part of Phase 1A. Find
out more information here and download the DSHS Vaccine Verification Letter to bring to your
health care provider.
If you are not a contracted provider, you will likely have to wait until a later phase. But, please
check the Timeline to see if you might have one of the other qualifying conditions to get
vaccinated sooner (e.g., if you are a high-risk critical worker, live in a multigenerational
household, or work/volunteer in a congregate living setting).

What about the Providers that Work with my Child?
Healthcare Providers
•

•
•

Healthcare providers are eligible now during Phase 1A. This includes speech (SLP), occupational
(OT), and physical therapists (PT), Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA), mental health, and early
intervention (Early Support for Infants and Toddlers – ESIT) providers.
Providers that are affiliated with a healthcare organization that is administering the vaccines can
get a vaccine from their organization.
Providers that are not affiliated with a healthcare organization administering the vaccine can get
a voucher letter from their employer that they can take to a vaccination site to get vaccinated.

Personal Care and Respite Providers
•

If your child has providers that are contracted DSHS Developmental Disabilities Administration
(DDA) providers, they are eligible now as part of Phase 1A. They can find out more information
here and download the DSHS Vaccine Verification Letter to bring to their health care provider.

WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
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Teachers and School Staff
•
•
•

Healthcare workers in schools such as school nurses, SLPs, OTs, and PTs are eligible now as part
of Phase 1A.
Teachers over age 50 are eligible as part of Phase 1B2 which is expected to start in February.
Other teachers will be eligible in Phase 1B4 which is expected to start in April, unless they meet
other requirements for earlier phases.

I’m Eligible! How do I get my vaccination?
•
•
•
•

•

Visit www.FindYourPhaseWA.org to find a list of places to get your vaccine.
If you are a DSHS contracted provider, download the DSHS Vaccine Verification Letter to bring to
an enrolled vaccine provider.
Providers that are affiliated with a healthcare organization that is administering the vaccines can
get a vaccine from their organization, if their organization is an enrolled vaccine provider.
Healthcare providers that are not affiliated with a healthcare organization administering the
vaccine can get a voucher letter from their employer that they can take to a vaccination site to
get vaccinated, or they can use www.FindYourPhaseWA.org.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention created the Pharmacy Partnership for LongTerm Care program, a partnership with CVS and Walgreens to offer on-site COVID-19 vaccines to
residents of nursing homes, assisted living facilities, and other community-based, congregate
living settings where most individuals over 65 years of age are receiving care, supervision, or
assistance. LTCF staff who have not received COVID-19 vaccine can also be vaccinated as part of
the program. Some long-term care facilities are getting their vaccines from other pharmacies in
the state program instead of through the federal pharmacy partnership.

How Much Will it Cost to Get Vaccinated
•

•

•

The federal government will cover the full cost of the vaccine. You should not be charged out of
pocket costs or receive a bill from your provider for the COVID-19 vaccine. This applies to people
who have private insurance, Medicaid, Medicare, or are uninsured.
You should not be charged for an office visit if you only receive the vaccine. If other services are
performed along with the administration of the vaccine, it may be billed as an office visit. Seek
clarification from your provider and insurance company if you are charged an office visit fee.
This table summarizes how we anticipate vaccine administration fees will be covered.

Where Can I Find More Information?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

This information is current as of the date of this publication (see footer). Please consult the
Department of Health COVID-19 Vaccine Information website for the most current information.
Guidance from the American Academy of Pediatrics on Caring for CYSHCN During the Pandemic
COVID-19 Resources for CYSHCN from the Lucile Packard Foundation
For vaccine distribution related questions please email COVID.Vaccine@doh.wa.gov
Please email ImmuneNurses@doh.wa.gov for clinical questions related to the vaccine
For CYSHCN specific questions please email cshcn.support@doh.wa.gov
Information on specific conditions associated with increased risk for COVID-19 from the CDC
Use our Phase Finder tool to check your eligibility and find a vaccine provider

CYSHCN COVID Vaccine Info
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Información sobre la vacuna contra la
COVID-19
Aunque los niños en general están en menos riesgo por la COVID-19, los Niños y Jóvenes con Necesidades
Médicas Especiales (CYSHCN, por sus siglas en inglés) pueden estar en mayor riesgo de sufrir un caso grave
de COVID-19. A continuación se presenta información sobre las opciones para obtener acceso a vacunas en
el estado de Washington para los CYSHCN, sus familias y sus proveedores.

¿Cuándo podré vacunar a mi hijo?
•
•

•

•

Por ahora no hay vacunas aprobadas para menores de 16 años de edad.
Los jóvenes de 16 años de edad en adelante que tengan 2 o más comorbilidades o afecciones
subyacentes serán elegibles en la Fase 1B3 que se prevé que comience en marzo. Quienes
solamente tienen una serán elegibles en la Fase 2.
Ciertas vacunas pueden no ser apropiadas para los jóvenes con afecciones específicas, como
alergias significativas. Comuníquese con el proveedor de servicios de salud de su hijo para recibir
más información.
Si su hijo vive en un entorno residencial colectivo, es elegible para vacunarse desde ahora, como
parte de la Fase 1A

¿Cuándo puedo vacunarme para protegernos a mí y a mi hijo?
•

•

Si su hijo es mayor de 18 años de edad y usted tiene un contrato con el Departamento de Servicios
Sociales y de Salud (DSHS) para fungir como su proveedor de cuidado personal, usted ya es elegible
como parte de la Fase 1A. Encuentre más información aquí y descargue la carta de verificación
para la vacuna del DSHS para llevársela a su proveedor de servicios de salud.
Si no es un proveedor con contrato, probablemente tendrá que esperar a una fase posterior. Pero
consulte la línea de tiempo para ver si podría tener una de las otras condiciones de elegibilidad
para vacunarse antes (por ejemplo, si es un trabajador crítico en alto riesgo, vive en un hogar
multigeneracional, o trabaja o hace voluntariado en un entorno de vida colectiva).

¿Qué hay de los proveedores que trabajan con mi hijo?

Proveedores de servicios de salud
• Los proveedores de servicios de salud ya son elegibles durante la Fase 1A. Estos incluyen a los
terapeutas del habla (SLP), terapeutas ocupacionales (OT) y fisioterapeutas (PT), y proveedores de
análisis conductual aplicado (ABA), servicios de salud mental e intervención temprana (Apoyo
Temprano para Bebés y Niños, o ESIT, por sus siglas en inglés).
• Los proveedores que están afiliados a una organización de servicios de salud que administra las
vacunas pueden recibir una vacuna de su organización.
DEPARTAMENTO DE SALUD DEL ESTADO DE WASHINGTON
PROGRAMA DE CYSHCN
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•

Los proveedores que no están afiliados a una organización de servicios de salud que administre la
vacuna pueden recibir una carta de sustento de su empleador, que pueden llevar a un centro de
vacunación para recibir la vacuna.

Proveedores de cuidado personal y relevo
•

Si su hijo tiene proveedores que tengan contrato con la Administración de Discapacidades del
Desarrollo (DDA, por sus siglas en inglés) del DSHS, ya son elegibles como parte de la Fase 1A. Pueden
obtener más información aquí y descargar la carta de verificación para la vacuna del DSHS para
llevarla a su proveedor de servicios de salud.

Maestros y personal escolar
•
•
•

El personal de servicios de salud de las escuelas, como enfermeros, SLP, OT y PT escolares, ya son
elegibles como parte de la Fase 1A.
Los maestros mayores de 50 años de edad son elegibles como parte de la Fase 1B2 que se espera que
comience en febrero.
Otros maestros serán elegibles en la Fase 1B4, que se espera que comience en abril, a menos que
cumplan con otros requisitos de fases anteriores.

¡Soy elegible! ¿Cómo me aplico mi vacuna?
•
•
•

•

•

Visite www.FindYourPhaseWA.org para ver una lista de lugares donde puede aplicarse su vacuna.
Si es un proveedor con contrato del DSHS, descargue la carta de verificación para la vacuna del DSHS
para llevarla a un proveedor de vacunas afiliado.
Los proveedores que están afiliados a una organización de servicios de salud que administra las
vacunas pueden recibir una vacuna de su organización, si su organización es un proveedor de
vacunas afiliado.
Los proveedores de servicios de salud que no están afiliados a una organización de servicios de
salud que administre la vacuna pueden recibir una carta de sustento de su empleador, que pueden
llevar a un centro de vacunación para recibir la vacuna, o pueden utilizar el sitio
www.FindYourPhaseWA.org.
Los Centros para el Control y la Prevención de Enfermedades crearon el programa Alianza
Farmacéutica para el Cuidado a Largo Plazo, una alianza con CVS y Walgreens para ofrecer vacunas
contra la COVID-19 a domicilio a los residentes de casas de reposo, instituciones de vida asistida y
otros entornos de vida colectiva en la comunidad, en donde la mayoría de las personas mayores de
65 años de edad reciben atención, supervisión o asistencia. El personal de los centros de atención a
largo plazo que no haya recibido la vacuna contra la COVID-19 también puede vacunarse como parte
del programa. Algunos centros de atención a largo plazo reciben sus vacunas de otras farmacias del
plan estatal, y no a través de la alianza farmacéutica federal.

Cuánto costará la vacuna
•

•

•

El gobierno federal cubrirá el costo total de la vacuna. Usted no debe pagar por la vacuna contra la
COVID-19, y su proveedor no debe expedirle una factura por ella. Esto se aplica a las personas que
tienen seguro privado, Medicaid o Medicare, o que no tengan seguro.
No deben cobrarle una consulta médica si solamente se aplica la vacuna. Si le prestan otros
servicios junto con la aplicación de la vacuna, se puede cobrar como una consulta médica. Pídales
aclaraciones a su proveedor y a su compañía de seguros si le cobran una consulta médica.
Esta tabla resume la forma en que prevemos que se cubrirán los costos de aplicación de la vacuna.

¿En dónde puedo encontrar más información?
DEPARTAMENTO DE SALUD DEL ESTADO DE WASHINGTON
PROGRAMA DE CYSHCN
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•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Esta información está vigente hasta la fecha de esta publicación (ver el pie de página). Consulte el
sitio de internet del Departamento de Salud con información sobre la vacuna contra la COVID-19
para ver la información más actualizada.
Orientación de la Academia Estadounidense de Pediatría sobre Cuidado de los CYSHCN durante la
pandemia
Recursos para los CYSHCN ante la COVID-19 de la Lucile Packard Foundation
Si tiene preguntas sobre la distribución de la vacuna, envíe correo electrónico a
COVID.Vaccine@doh.wa.gov
Envíe correo electrónico a ImmuneNurses@doh.wa.gov si tiene preguntas clínicas relacionadas con la
vacuna.
Si tiene preguntas específicas sobre los CYSHCN, envíe un correo electrónico a
cshcn.support@doh.wa.gov
Información de los CDC sobre afecciones específicas relacionadas con un mayor riesgo por COVID-19
Use nuestro Localizador de fase para consultar su elegibilidad y encontrar un proveedor de vacunas

DEPARTAMENTO DE SALUD DEL ESTADO DE WASHINGTON
PROGRAMA DE CYSHCN
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IRS CERTIFIED
FREE TAX PREPARATION SITES

Contact-free & virtual tax preparation for households making < $66,000/year

Northwest Indian College

2522 Kwina Rd.
Coop. Extension (Bldg. #20)
360-392-4345 or 255-4414
2/1 - 4/15, Mon. & Wed.
8am - 12pm, 1 - 5pm
One-on-one tax assistance, or
option to self-file with support
available. Details here

2021 WHATCOM
TAX GUIDE

Western Wash. University

wwubap.org/elementor-431/
vita.wwu.bap@gmail.com
2/8 - 4/14, Mon. - Wed.
4 - 8pm, Fri. 9am - 12pm
(No walk-in services)
Register in advance, and view
additional information online.
Printable flyer also available.

United Way of King County

uwkc.org/need-help/tax-help
freetax@uwkc.org
206-461-3700
1/20 – 4/18
Safe, secure, and 100% online
filing assistance available to
Washington State residents in
any county

DO IT YOURSELF:
FREE ONLINE TAX PROGRAMS & HELP

Prepare and file your 2020 tax return for free, and find important information online

IRS FREE FILE

irs.gov/freefile
Use brand-name tax software
for free through IRS Free File

AARP ASSISTANCE

aarpfoundation.org/taxaide
File your own taxes with virtual
help from a certified tax aide

WHATCOM ABC

whatcomabc.org/taxes
Find the latest tax information
as it becomes available

Tip: many online programs provide free filing for simple tax returns, but may charge a fee for more

complicated returns. To avoid an unexpected charge, utilize one of the IRS Certified resources listed above.

WABC 2021 Tax Guide
page 01
01
For more information, visit us online at whatcomabc.org/taxes
| |page

Not sure where to start? Call the tax hotline at 360-746-0100

WHY USE AN IRS CERTIFIED FREE TAX PREPARATION SITE?
It's FREE! The average tax return costs $240 but can range between $100 and $600. At free
tax prep sites, no one's offering you costly loan products with hidden fees.
It's ACCURATE! IRS Certified Free Tax Prep Sites have a 94% Accuracy Rate. Paid Tax
Preparers only have a 40% accuracy rate according to the IRS. This could mean more money
owed or not getting your full refund.

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW FOR
THE 2021 TAX SEASON

DOCUMENT CHECKLIST
Preparation is the key to efficiency, so
begin gathering items you may need:

PERSONAL INFORMATION
Photo ID

Social Security card or ITIN assignment letter
Dates of birth

Copy of 2019 return (if using new online pgm.)
Bank account & routing numbers

INCOME INFORMATION
W-2 Forms

Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)

If you work and have a low to moderate income,
you may be eligible for the EITC. If you qualify,
the credit could lower the amount of tax you
owe, or give you a larger refund. To qualify, you
must meet requirements, and file a tax return
with the IRS, even if you don’t owe taxes this year.

Additional Child Tax Credit (ACTC)

The ACTC can lower your tax burden even more,
and can result in a better refund. You don’t have
to have more than one child to qualify for the
ACTC. As long as the amount of tax you owe is
less than the amount of the credit (up to $1,000 /
child), you might qualify for this additional credit.

Important information for both EITC and ACTC:

Due to COVID-19, you can elect to use either your 2019 or 2020 earned income to claim your
EITC/ ACTC this year. Select the year with the higher earned income, as long as it does not
exceed the income limit (see EITC chart, see ACTC eligibility) to receive a larger credit.
Expect a delayed refund: if you claim EITC/ACTC, the IRS can’t issue your refund until March.

Recovery Rebate Credit

If you didn't get an Economic Impact Payment
(stimulus check) in 2020, you may be eligible for
a Recovery Rebate Credit when you file your
2020 Form 1040 or 1040SR. Learn more here

Reporting Unemployment Compensation
Compensatio
You may be among the millions of people who
receive(d) unemployment compensation due to
COVID-19. These benefits are taxable and must
be reported on your tax return. Learn more here

Any 1099 Form
Alimony received
Misc. income (jury duty, gambling winnings, etc.)

HEALTH INSURANCE DOCS
1095-A, 1095-B, or 1095-C (if relevant)

DEDUCTIONS AND CREDITS
Charitable donations

Medical and dental expense records
Property Taxes
Mortgage Interest

BACK-UP INFORMATION
Alimony paid

Any 1098 Form
Childcare Costs

For more information, visit us online at whatcomabc.org/taxes | page 02

Principles for Fair and Equitable
Investment
in Electric
Vehicles
THE EIP STIMULUS
PAYMENT
PREPAID CARD:
and Transportation
Electrification
NOT A SCAM; HOW
TO AVOID FEES
January 2021
The U.S. Treasury is sending out a second round of stimulus payments, and some people will
receive the payment in the form of an Economic Impact Payments (EIP) prepaid card. The card
is not a scam, and there are ways to cash or use the card without fees.
How to Identify the Card: EIP Cards will be sent in a white envelope with the U.S.
Treasury seal with this return address: Economic Impact Payment Card, PO Box
247022, Omaha, NE 68124. This is this card:

How to Use the Card with No Fees: Visit EIPcard.com to see the fee schedule, FAQs and
more information. Key tips:

▪

Use the card anywhere Visa is accepted, including online, on the phone, and at stores.

▪

Use a surcharge-free ATM in the Allpoint network, including at Target, Walgreens, CVS,
Kroger, Safeway, Winn Dixie and Circle K. Find an ATM near you by downloading the
Money Network Mobile App or using the online ATM locator. At other ATMs, the ATM will
charge a fee plus the card charges $2 after the first withdrawal.

▪

Transfer the funds to your bank, prepaid or mobile payment account through the app or
online. You may need to contact the provider of your other account to obtain the routing and
account number. You can transfer up to $2,500 per day.

▪

Go to the teller window at almost any bank or credit union. The first withdrawal, which can
be up to $2,500, is free. Additional teller withdrawals cost $5.

▪

Ask for cash back from a supermarket or big box store.

▪

Call 800.240.8100 to request a free Money Network Check, which you can make out to
anyone (i.e., a landlord, yourself). But you’ll have to wait for it in the mail, and you must log
into your account to get a number to activate the check, so the other options may be easier.

What to Do if You Threw Out the Card: Call 800.240.8100. Replacement cards are free.
Keep the Card Even After It is Empty. You may be able to use it to quickly receive additional
payments if Congress passes another stimulus bill.
For more information, watch CFPB’s video explainer on EIP prepaid debit cards.

The nonprofit National Consumer Law Center® (NCLC®) works for economic justice for low-income and other
disadvantaged people in the U.S. through policy analysis and advocacy, publications, litigation, and training.
NCLC.ORG

© 2020 National Consumer Law Center

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 18, 2021
Media Contact:

Melissa Morin, Public Information Officer

Phone:

(360) 594-2504

E-mail address:

Health-PIO@co.whatcom.wa.us

Large-Scale Community Vaccination Clinic Coming in March
Whatcom County, WA — Today, a community collaboration of healthcare providers, including
Bellingham Technical College (BTC), Family Care Network, PeaceHealth, Sea Mar Community
Health Centers, Unity Care NW and the Whatcom County Health Department announce plans
to open a large-scale community COVID-19 vaccination clinic to be located at Bellingham
Technical College.
“We are pleased to announce that Bellingham Technical College has agreed to host the
community vaccination site,” said Shanon Hardie, Unity Care NW’s chief operations officer and
co-chair of the Whatcom County Large-Scale Vaccine Planning Steering Committee.
The Steering Committee anticipates opening the vaccine clinic in March, depending on vaccine
availability. The group’s goal is to vaccinate up to 5,000 people at this site per week, depending
on the reliability of weekly vaccine shipments from the state. The group is working diligently to
finalize operations, staffing, logistics and other details.
“Bellingham Technical College is proud to continue its over-60-year tradition of serving the
Whatcom County community by participating in this vaccination effort,” said BTC Interim
President Walter Hudsick.
At a time when the community’s healthcare professionals are under considerable strain, the
assistance offered by BTC provides much needed resources for this project. In addition to
hosting the vaccination site, students in BTC’s nursing program will help staff the site.
“The BTC Nursing Program is excited to partner with this team and participate in a substantial
way in the COVID-19 recovery plan for our community. Nursing students stand ready to assist
the community vaccination effort and look forward to serving our community,” said BTC’s Dean
of Nursing and Allied Health Julie Samms.
Nursing students from Whatcom Community College’s nursing program will also lend their
expertise and help staff the vaccination site.

“This is an incredible opportunity for WCC’s nursing students to gain hands-on experience while
directly supporting county-wide efforts to keep our community safe,” said Grace Kolodychuk,
WCC’s nursing program director.
The community vaccination clinic will abide by the Washington State Department of Health’s
phased guidelines for vaccine eligibility. Whatcom County is currently in Phase 1B Tier 1 of
vaccine distribution. Those currently eligible for vaccination include anyone 65 and older, all
people 50 and older who live in multigenerational households, workers in healthcare settings
and long-term care facility staff and residents. Demand for the vaccine still exceeds supply. All
parties are hopeful vaccine shipments will increase in the coming weeks.
All partners are finalizing logistics and operations related to the site’s launch, including an
appointment scheduling system. Community members are asked not to call BTC with questions
about vaccination scheduling. Updates about the community vaccination site, including launch
date, hours of operation and how to book appointments, will be available on the Whatcom
County Health Department’s website soon. Community members can also use the Vaccine
Location function at www.covidvaccineWA.org for the latest news on vaccine providers who are
accepting appointments.
“It’s an honor to work collaboratively with our partners to develop plans for a community
vaccination clinic that will be open to all,” said Erika Lautenbach, director of the Whatcom
County Health Department. “When Whatcom County partners work collectively, we can do more
to support our residents. The vaccine promises a return to normality.”
For more information about the COVID-19 vaccine, visit www.whatcomcounty.us/covidvaccine
or www.covidvaccinewa.org.
About Bellingham Technical College
Bellingham Technical College is accredited by the Northwest Commission on Colleges and
Universities, and has been approved to offer a new RN to Bachelor of Nursing program is hoped
to start in Fall 2022. BTC also has seven transfer degrees such as nursing, computer science
and business; 39 associate degrees, 55 certificate options and two bachelor of applied science
degrees, providing professional technical education to support local and regional industry
workforce needs. For more information, go to www.btc.edu.
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